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Third Sunday of Advent: December 14", 2025

* Indicates to stand as you are able. P=Pastor, C=Congregation, A=Assisting Minister, L=Lector

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
*P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who makes a way in the

wilderness, who walks with us on the road, who welcomes us home.
*C: Amen.

*P: On the road of life, we often carry burdens too heavy to bear. We
stumble, we wander, we lose our way. But God meets us with mercy and
grace. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

*C: we confess that we have lost our way. We have traveled paths of
selfishness and fear. We have carried baggage of anger and regret.
We have failed to see the signs of your love along the way. Forgive
us. Lighten our load. Guide our steps back to you, so that we may
walk in hope, peace, joy, and love.

Amen.

*P: Hear the good news: God does not leave us wandering. Christ comes
to meet us on the road and bring us home. In the name of Jesus, *+ you

are forgiven, freed, and welcomed.
*C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus ELW 254

APOSTOLIC GREETING

*P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

*C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
*P: Let us pray. Joyful God, in deserts you cause flowers to bloom, and in
waiting you give songs of gladness. Refresh us when our steps are heavy,



and surprise us with joy that renews our strength. As we walk the road
home, let our lives shine with your delight, through Jesus Christ, our joy
and salvation.

*C: Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH:

Joy: Rest Stops and Surprises

Reader: “The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall
rejoice and blossom” (Isaiah 35:1). On this road of Advent, we light the
candle of joy, for God gives refreshment and gladness along the way.
Reader: Joy meets us when we least expect it.

*C: God refreshes us for the journey.

Reader: Today we light the candles of hope, peace, and joy, celebrating
God’s surprises along the way.

*C: Christ is our light and our home.

(Light the first three candles.)

Sing verse 3
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1. Come, God of Hope,and li - ght our way, and guide us on the ro -ad to - day
2. Come, Prince of Peace,and sh-ow us signs so  we may foll - ow wh-erelove shines!

3.Come, Gift of Joy, our hea-rts re-new  and  fill oursouls with li - ght so true.
4. Come, Ho-1ly Love and le - ad us home! Through wind - ing ways, we're ne' - e a - lone.
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Help us to leave all fe-ars be - hind, and walk with you in pea - ce of mind!
Your peace will calm our wand'-ring hearts, your gui-ding light our streng-th im - parts!
Your joy sus-tains through tri-als we face, so lead us on with stead - fast Grace!

You call us on to li-ght the way, So oth-ers find your care a-long the way.
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Re-joice!  Re-joice! Em-man - u-el shall lead the way, O Pil - grims of God!

Text: Rev. Joshua Lewis Copeland 1995-
Tune: VENI EMMANUEL, French Processional 15th Century



GOD SPEAKS TO US
First Reading Isaiah 35:1-10
L: A reading from Isaiah the 35" chapter
' The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus “it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and shouting.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.]]

% Strengthen the weak hands
and make firm the feeble knees.
“ Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”

°Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf shall be opened;
®then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness
and streams in the desert;
"the burning sand shall become a pool
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp;
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

A highway shall be there,

and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,

but it shall be for God’s people;

no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
“No lion shall be there,

nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,



but the redeemed shall walk there.
'Y And the ransomed of the LORD shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
L: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 146:5-10
°Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
"who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who
hunger.
The LORD sets the captive free.
®The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LoRD lifts up those
who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.
°The LORD cares ! for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the
wicked.
'“The Lorb shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

Second Reading James 5:7-10
L: A reading from James the 7" chapter

" Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord.
The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it
until it receives the early and the late rains. ® You also must be patient.
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. ° Brothers and
sisters, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be
judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! '° As an example of
suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke
in the name of the Lord.

L: The word of the Lord C: Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11" chapter.

*C: Glory to you, O Lord.

*The Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2-11
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by
his disciples ®and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we
to wait for another?” “ Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you
hear and see: ° the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a
skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor
have good news brought to them. ® And blessed is anyone who takes no
offense at me.”

" As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John:
“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the
wind? ¢ What, then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes?
Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. ° What, then, did you
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. '° This
is the one about whom it is written,

‘See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.’
""“Truly | tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater
than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he.”
*P: The Gospel of our Lord. *C: Praise to you, O Christ

Children’s Sermon
The Sermon Pastor Sue Lynn White

*HYMN OF THE DAY Savior of the Nations, Come ELW 263



*APOSTLES’ CREED
*A: Let us profess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
*C: | believe in God, the Father almighty creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to
the dead.” On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
*A: O Lord who has created and loved us and who calls us to be still and
wait. Heed our prayers this day. (Silence for reflection)

Help us to hear and to accept gratefully your call to be God's people,
ignoring the glory and favor of this world in favor of the glory of the
Kingdom of God. God of grace,

*C: Hear our prayer.

Turn us away from our fears and division and teach us to embrace your
promise, that ours might be a nation of hope and generosity. God of grace,
*C: Hear our prayer.

Open our eyes to the majesty of your creation and strengthen our resolve
to preserve its abundance for the sustenance of all future generations. God
of grace, *C: Hear our prayer.

Lead us to where your loving presence is most needed and help us to be
your agents of love to our neighbors. God of grace,
*C: Hear our prayer.

Enter into the lives of all who suffer, that they might draw strength from
your presence. We especially pray for Guy & Betty Puckett, Jim & Phyllis
Cornelison, Jerry Sides, Ernie & Linda Cooper, Phil & Carol Boyette,
Brenda H. Trexler, Judy Peeler, Lynn DeBerry, Marcia Ritchie, Jean



Holshouser, Phyllis Trexler, Sue Misenheimer, Thelma Barger, Buddy
Waller, Amy Cozart, Friends of St. Peter’s, and those we hold in our hearts
or lift before you now... (Pause so names can be said out loud). God of
grace,

*C: Hear our prayer.

Deal tenderly with those who are grieving and with those whose wounds
from loss are reopened at this time of year. May we feel the assurance of
your promises that we will be reunited in your glorious presence in the new
age. God of grace,

*C: Hear our prayer.

*P: Almighty God, in the face of Christ we see the fullness of your love for
us, help us to be the people you created us to be and to live fully in the light
of your countenance. All this we ask in the name of Lord, Jesus Christ who
with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, now and always.
*C: Amen.

PEACE

*P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
*C: And also with you.

*P: Let us share the peace with one another.

THE OFFERING
Anthem
Offering Hymn We Are an Offering ELW 692



We Are An Offering

ELw 692
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OFFERING PRAYER

*A: Let us pray. Gracious God, you provide signs of hope along our
journey.

*C: We bring our gifts with hope.

*A: You make peace where the world is restless.

*C: We bring our gifts for peace.

*A: You surprise us with joy in unexpected places.

*C: We bring our gifts with joy.

*A: Receive these offerings, O God, and use them to guide all people home
to you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

*C: Amen.

MEAL
PREFACE DIALOGUE
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Long ago you set your people on a
journey, guiding them through wilderness and exile, promising a home
where justice and mercy would dwell. Through prophets and messengers
you gave signs along the way, stirring hope, peace, joy, and love in waiting
hearts. In these last days you have made your home with us in Jesus, the
Word made flesh, the light that shines in our darkness, the road that leads
us safely home to you. And so, with all travelers on the way, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

*C: Holy, Holy, Holy
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION



LORD’S PRAYER

*P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught.

*C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

*P: Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.
*C: Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

COMMUNION BLESSING
*P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, strengthen
you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

*A: Let us pray together. God of the journey, we give you thanks for this
holy meal, where Christ meets us on the road and strengthens us for
the way ahead. Send us now with hope, peace, joy, and love, that we
may be signs of your welcome and witnesses of your light, until all
your children find their home in you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

*C: Amen.



SENDING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

BLESSING

*P: The Lord bless you and keep you on the road of faith.

The Lord’s face shine upon you and guide your steps with hope.
The Lord turn toward you in peace, and surprise you with joy.
And the blessing of God — Father, ++ Son, and Holy Spirit —
go with you now and always, as you find your home in Christ.
*C: Amen.

*SENDING HYMN Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence ELW 490
THE DISMISSAL
*A: Rooted in the love of Christ

*C: We grow in grace and joyfully branch into a broken World!

*P: Go in peace. God is with you.
*C: Thanks be to God.

*Silent Prayer and Chiming of the Trinity Postlude



