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Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost September 13, 2026 
* Indicates to stand as you are able. P=Pastor, C=Congregation, A=Assisting Minister, L=Lector 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Prelude 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
*P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the 
rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 
*C: Amen. 
 
*P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's 
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which 
you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and 
his family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 
freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 
Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise you for the 
gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of 
new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives 
with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. 
*C: Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN     Will You Come and Follow Me     ELW 798 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
*P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
*C: And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 



*P: Let us pray. Holy One, you stretch wide your tent that all may be 
welcomed in, and in Jesus you stretched out your hands in expansive love 
for a weary and wounded world. Help us to reach out with your own 
wounded hands of love, that through us your life may be known in the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
*C: Amen. 
 
GOD SPEAKS TO US           
First Reading               Genesis 50:15-21 
L: A reading from Genesis the 50th chapter. 
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if 
Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the 
wrong that we did to him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your 
father gave this instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, 
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ 
Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your 
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also 
wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But 
Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even 
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to 
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I 
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured 
them, speaking kindly to them. 
L:  The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 
[ 1 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 
 2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
  and forget not all God’s benefits— 
 3 who forgives all your sins 
  and heals all your diseases; 
 4 who redeems your life from the grave 
  and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;  
 5 who satisfies your desires with good things 
  so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 
 6 O LORD, you provide vindication 
  and justice for all who are oppressed. 
 7 You made known your ways to Moses 
  and your works to the children of Israel. 



]  8 LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;  
 9 you will not always accuse us, 
  nor will you keep your anger forever. 
 10 You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 
  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 
 11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
 12 As far as the east is from the west, 
  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
 13 As a father has compassion for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD. 
  
Second Reading                         Romans 14:1-12 
L: A reading from Romans the 14th chapter  
1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling 
over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 
vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and 
those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has 
welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is 
before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the 
Lord is able to make them stand. 
  5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all 
days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who 
observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the 
Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for 
the Lord and give thanks to God. 
  7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we 
live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether 
we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died 
and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
  10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do 
you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written, 
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable. 
L:  The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



 
*P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter. 
*C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

*The Holy Gospel                              Matthew 18:21-35 
  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the 
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 
him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together 
with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be 
made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of 
that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, 
as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 
hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and 
threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves 
saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 
reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned 
him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because 
you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 
slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to 
be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will 
also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from 
your heart.” 
*P: The Gospel of our Lord.        *C: Praise to you, O Christ 

Children’s Sermon 
 



The Sermon                  Pastor Thomas Johnston 
  
*HYMN OF THE DAY      Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service   ELW 712 
 
*APOSTLES’ CREED 
*A: Let us profess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
*C: I believe in God, the Father almighty creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
*A: Trusting God at work in and among us, we raise our hearts and voices 
in prayer for the needs of the world. 
 
A brief silence. 
*A: For your work in the church, we give thanks. Plant and tend 
relationships among faith communities, both ecumenical and interfaith, 
that in faithful listening, speech, and action, our hands work to bear fruit 
for the sake of all in need. God of grace, we pray, 
*C: hear us when we call. 
 
*A: For your work in creation, we give thanks. Sustain peoples and places 
affected by climate change, ecological devastation and natural disasters. 
Prosper the work of creation-care ministries locally and globally, that with 
our minds and hearts opened, our hands work to lovingly care for the 
earth. God of life, we pray, 
*C: hear us when we call. 
 
*A: For your work among the nations, we give thanks. Direct leaders 



in paths of honest service, that both their words and actions are 
carried out on behalf of those whom they serve. God of 
righteousness, we pray,  
*C: hear us when we call. 
 
*A: For your work in places of need, we give thanks. Sustain all 
who are wearied by unemployment or lack of adequate food or 
housing, that we advocate for relief and just policy. Bring healing 
to all who are sick through the skillful hands and compassionate 
hearts of physicians, nurses, therapists and caregivers. We 
especially pray for those on the prayer lists of St. James, St. 
Peter’s and those we hold in our hearts or speak aloud now… 
(pause). God of restoration, we pray, 
*C: hear us when we call. 
 
*A: For your work in our neighborhoods, towns and cities, we give 
thanks. Guide our common life together so that children, youth and 
adults of all ages flourish. Teach us to listen attentively to our 
neighbors, that any new endeavors consider those who may be left out 
or underserved. God of wisdom, we pray, 
*C: hear us when we call. 
 
*A: For your work among those who came before us, we give thanks. We 
remember those who have died and are held forever in your loving hands 
(especially). Hold us in your presence now and always. God of heaven 
and earth,  
*C: hear us when we call. 
 
*P: Receive these and all our prayers, gracious God. We pray in the name 
of Jesus and by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
*C: Amen. 
 
PEACE 
*P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  *C: And also with you. 
*P: Let us share the peace with one another. 
 
THE OFFERING 
Anthem 



Offering Hymn  Now the Feast and Celebration     ELW 167 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
*A: Let us pray. Holy God, giver of all good things, receive the gifts we 
bring, fruit of the earth and the work of human hands, that they may be 
used to your purposes for life and love in the world. 
*C: Amen. 
 
MEAL 

PREFACE DIALOGUE 

 
 
*P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
*C: Holy, Holy, Holy 



 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Honor, praise, glory and thanksgiving to you, God, our loving Creator. 
 
In the beginning you reached your hands into the earth and formed 
humanity in your own image. You breathed into us your own breath of love 
and gave us hearts and hands and voices to live your loving purpose in the 
world. 
 
Seeing the lonely creature of earth, you created a partner that we would 
know the joy of community. Throughout the history of your people, you 
never abandoned us, but brought us into community with one another and 
with you, and guided us through your prophets. With endless patience and 
love, you called us time and again to return to life with you. 
 
In the fulfillment of all things, you came to us in Jesus, born into a human 
family, raised in a hometown, who gathered around himself a community 
formed by your love, and yearned to gather all people under the loving 
wings of a mother hen. Sitting at dinner with. friends and knowing one 
among them would break the bonds of love, our Lord Jesus took bread and 
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for. 
all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
 



Trusting in his promise to be among us whenever we gather in his name, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
*C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Gathered as your people, meeting in Jesus’ name, and preparing ourselves 
to feast upon Jesus’ very body and blood, we plead with all creation: 
*C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Send your Spirit upon this meal, the body and blood of Jesus, that we 
overflow with your selfless love. Turn us to face our neighbors, that by us 
and through us your love may be known in the world. Again, we beg: 
*C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
All honor and praise and glory to you, God of creative, dirty hands, God of 
holy, wounded hands, God who strengthens and guides our hands, now 
and forever. 
*C: Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
*P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught. 
*C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
*P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, 
come! 
 



LAMB OF GOD 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
*P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
*A: Let us pray.  
*C: Amen. 
 
SENDING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 
BLESSING 
*P:  Friends in Christ: Today we give thanks to God and seek God’s 
blessing as we send your disciples into the world. 
 
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You 
made the whole earth for your glory; all creation praises you. We lift our 
voices to join the songs of heaven and earth in thanksgiving for the many 
blessings you have given us. 
 
Renew in us the commitment to use our gifts in the service of others, 
especially of those in need.  Let us be your hands to feed the hungry,  
shelter the homeless, clothe the naked, comfort the weary and outcast, 
welcome the stranger, care for creation,  and be loving neighbors to all 
people. 
 
Bless those who go out from here to labor in the community. Prosper the 
work of their hands.  Bless those who receive them and the fruits of their 



labor, and may those who are sent receive blessing in return. May the gifts 
they use and share be signs of your love to all people. 
 
To you, O God, be glory and honor through your Son, Jesus Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, in your church and in the world, now and forever. 
*C: Amen. 
 
*SENDING HYMN           Take My Life, That I May Be      ELW 583     
 
THE DISMISSAL  
*A:  Rooted in the love of Christ;  
*C:  We grow in grace and joyfully branch into a broken world! 
 
*P: Go in peace. You are God’s hands at work in the world! 
*C: Thanks be to God.  


